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Biographical Dictionary of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara

c2002., p134.

Bear Eye

" The Washburn Times spokea in pne of it's early issues of a certain Bear
Eye, whom it disparagingly referred to as "a gentieman of intelligent
leisure, who, with his squaw and several papooses, Is temporarily
rasiding In a hoie in the ground down at the landing." Dispite this tone of
amused contempt, the editor had to acknowledge Bear Eye's abilities,
When a white man gashed-his hand severely and no doctor could be
found, the Indian tocok over and bandaged the wound efficiently and with
apparent success™.

Source: The hi and culture of the Mandan,_Hi i | ! North

Dakota Department of Public Instruction.. Bismarck, N.D. : North Dakota Department of
Public Instruction, c2002, p150

Bear's Arm

« Hidasa
® iRAGT

o Informant

Bear's Arm was a Hidatsa born about 1864 to Old-Woman-Crawling at the
lAwatixa village. Atthe age of about eighteen while away from his village
he spotted a Dakota war party and returned to warn his village and lead a
war party out to defend against the war party. He was also an owner of
the Eagle-Trapping rights which gave the right to set up eagle trapping
pits, where he would hide until an eagle took the bait and he would grab
the eagle and take feathers. He was known for his knowledge of Hidatsa
culture and his door was always open for visitors. Many late night
sessions were spent with visitors and elders glad to find one of the
younger generation willing to listen to stories of the old times. For this
reason the famed ethnologist, Alfred Bowers selected Bear's Arm as one
of his informants while researching the Hidatsa.

Sources:
+ Bowers, Alfred. Mandan Social and Cerernenial Organization. Uni. of Chicago Press.
* Goodhird, Edward. Goodbird the Indlan: His story. Minnesota Society Press; St. Paul, ¢1985,

» "Thrae Alifialed Tribas Cultural Page”, MHA Times, vol. 8:2, {(January 12, 1956)., pp. 4.

Bear's Belly
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Photo by Edward S. Curtls Courtesy of the Library
of Congrass, Prints and Photographs Division

Bear's Belly or ku’nulr kana'nu was born in 1847 at Ft. Clark. His first war
experience was at the age of nineteen he enlisted at Ft. Abraham Lincoln
with Custer's 7th Cavalry and was deployed to Black Hills country. During
this campaign they ran into a small camp of Sioux where he was able to
count {2} first coups and (1) second coup. Upon his return home Bear's
Belly fasted and cut skin offerings to a buffalo skull alter on the outskirts
of the village. In the same year Bear's Belly married and later became a
member of the Bears medicine fraternity. To fulfill one of the needs of
being a member he sought to get a bear skin. The following is a
narration of his quest:

"Needing a bear-skin [n my medicine-making, | went, at the season when the loaves
waore turning brown, into the White Clay hills. All the thought of my heart that day was
to see a bear and kIl him. | passed an eagle-trap, but did not stop: It was a bear |
'wanted, not an eagle. Coming suddanly to the brink of a ciiff | saw helow me three
bears. My heart wished to go two ways: | wanted a bear, but to fight throe was hard. |
decided to try it, and, descending, crept up to within forty yards of them, whera |
stopped to look around for a way of escape If they charged me. The only way out was
by the cliff, and as | could not climb weli in moccasins | removed them. One bear was
standing with his side toward me, another was walking slowly toward him on the other
slde. | waited until the second one was close to tha first, and pulled the trigger. The
farther ona fell; the bullet had passed through the body of one and Into tho brafn of the
other. The wounded one charged, and | ran, loading my riflg, then turned and shot
again, breaking his backbeone. He lay there on the ground only ten paces from me, and |
could see his fage twitching. A nolse caused me to remember the third bear, which 1
saw rushing upon me only six or seven paces away. | was yelling to keep up my
courage, and the bear was growling in his anger. He rose on his hindlegs, and | shot,
'with my gun nearty touching his chest. Ha gave a howl and ran off. Tha bear with the
broken back was dragging himself about with his forelegs, and | went to him and sald, ,
| cama looking for you to be my friend, to be with me always.' Then | reloaded my gun
and shot him . through the head. His skin | kept, but the other two | sold.” [Curtis, Noith

American Indlan, v.5 p.178]

Another story of hunting bear:

one bear to the rlver and across the sand up to a cut bank cave. They
'went to the entrance and looked in but coutld not stir him. Bear's Belly
went up the bank to the other entrance and seeing the bear's head shot
at him. He sank out of sight and the two men crawled into the den about
cight feet and began poking him to find out whether he was dead or allve.
At last they found him dead, Bear's Belly and Red Star had a hard time
dragging him out of the cave because he was very heavy. Bear's Belly
took the head and skin to use in a ceremonial dance. In order to use this
skin he had to drag it home by means of thongs fastened to his own flesh.
Red Star cut two gashes in Bear's Belly's back and fastened the rawhide
thongs as done in the Sun Dance. Red Star went on ahead after doing this
for his companion and left him to drag the hide painfully the whole way
home. When Red Star reached camp he told the old men that Bear's Belly
was dragging the hide into the camp, and several of them went out to
help him whenaver his load got caught on anything. He did not make it to

[camp intil the next night. [Libby, Arikara Narrative, p.199]

http://lib.fbcc.bia.edu/FortBerthold/TATBIO.htm
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