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GOALS:

To affect the guality and quanlity of educalional opportunities
available to American Indian and Mexican Americanyoung peoplc;

To vffer educational counseling, placement in educational programs,

and financial assistance,;

To support student, parent, or communily groups seeking a voice
in the education of their young penple,
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". + + ‘1 know my race must change, We cannot hold
our own with the white man as we are. We only ask to
be recognized as men, We ask that the came law shall
work alike on all men,

"Let me be a free man -- free to travel, free to stop,
free to work, free to trade, free to choose iny own
teachers, free te follow the religion of my fathers, free
to think;and talk and act for myself -- and 1 will obey
every law, or submit to the penalty. . . ,"

Chief Joseph, Nez Perce Tribe
1879
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FROM THE CHAIRMARN

Schools for American Indian and Mexican American communities have
traditionally been a ''commodity" doled out to communities much as food
"" commodities " are distributed. All educational planning is done by the
Federal government, the State, or the church, and the " consumer ' has no
role. Participation is not in the handbook, Lacking any real local involve-
ment in the educational system, most such communities have no tradition of
formal education. Only a few atypical students get as far through the system
as the college level, and even fewer graduate. Tomake significant progress
in the education of American Indian and Mexican American young people we
must challenge the educational ingtitutions serving these communities to allow
for self-determination, and we must give every possible support to those
groups who are seeking a voice in their own or their children's education,

It is not easy work. Our staff in Denver and in the field act as the student's
advocate in 2 number of ways: in gaining admission to college, in securing
financial ajdfrom the colleges and other sources of aid for whichthey qualify,
in sustaining the student through his educational program after he is in school,
and in working with schools and other institutions to ensure proper atteation
to individual and group educational needs. This requires us to challenge the
restrictive requirements set by many schools and colleges, to ensurethat the
student who might be looked at as "'deviant' (for lack of a high school diploma
or because of a jail record) be given the same opportunities as others.

In this past year we have maintained the scholarship and grant programs on
the secondary, undergraduate, and graduate levels, Through the Talent
Search Program, resident local staff have worked infour areasof the country,
In addition we have supported community groups and organizations who arc
developing educational programs through providing consultant, technical
assistance or witha small grant, Most exciting of all were the student action-
research projects in Indian communities this summer,

Itis all just a beginning andthe real work is only wow starting, As this year
ends we will have completedten years of work, Wehave assessedthis decade
not by how ithas benefitted United Scholarship Service but how it has answered
the necds of students and their communities.

Although we will inthe coming years maintain scholarshipand grant programs,
we will be developing and sponsoring more student and community action
programs ineducation. Thechore as we aredefining it in our every day work
istocreate new institutions that respect and reflect the lif2 of the community,
whether that be Indian, Mexican, black or white, This requires us to think
not only about the next five and ten years but also about the year 2000 and

about the tolal community,
~

Chairman, Board of Directors
United Scholarship Service, Inc,
December, 1969

PROLOGUE

United Scholarship Service, Inc, is now in its tenth year, It was established
in 1960, with one staff member, as a way of combining and increasing the
effectiveness, with a western base of operation, of three small college
scholarship programs: of the United Church of Christ, the Protestant
Episcopal Church, and the Assocation oa American Indian Affairs. All of
these programs were for the benefit of American Indian and Mexican-
American students, with emphasis on assistance to Indian youth,

Since those early times, United Scholarship Service hes grown, hired and
trained new staff members, some of whom have gone on to play other roles
in national Indian affairs, and broadened the services offered to Indian and
Mexican-American youth, In 1964 the Association on American Indian Affairs
withdrew as a spongsoringorganization, andits place was takenby the National
Indian Youth Council, a less affluent group but one representing the new
generation of Indian young people,

At first United Scholarship Service operated functionally as a part of the
Board for Homeland Ministries of the United Chnrch of Christ. As more
staff were added and experience was gained, a separate bank account and
payroll were set up in Denver for the budding organization, and the agency
became fiscally and programatically more and more independent of the spon-
soring organizations, Theprocesswasaided(ndencouragedby the sponsors,
who recognized the need for a national, Indian educational agency, In
December, 1968, the last step was taken as United Scholarship Service
became fully independent of {ts former gonsoring organizations, with a new
board representingdirectly the interests of the Indian and Mexican- American
communities, The former sponsors remained supportive of United Scholarship
Service, have continued financial support to our program, and have stayed
fn close communication with United Scholarehip Service staflf,

This annual report -» for the calendar year [369'.- covers parts of two
school years and the first full year in whicl United Scholarship Service has

operated as a fully independent agency.



UNITED SCHOLARSHIP SERVICE ACTIVITIES, 1969

TALENY SEARCH PROGRAM

During the past ycar United Scholarship Service expanded its program with
the addition nf local community workers, funded through a contract with the
Talent Search Program of the U, 8, Office of Education., The Talent Search
workers are located in Harlem, Montana (serving the Rocky Boy and Fort
Belknap Indian reservations and Great Falls, Montana); Denver, Colorado;
Rapid City, South Dakota; and Chicago, lllinois,

All of the Talent Search workers seek out young people from low income
families who have the ability to do college work but need counselling and help
in finding financial aid to enable them to go to college. High school dropouts
and studen*s with records of juvenile delinquency, as well as high school
" graduates, are helped by the field workess., Not only do workers assist
young people in meeting the standard requirements of schools and college,
butthey also serve as advocates of the American Indian and Mexican American
young people with theae institutions, in aneffort to make the institutions more
responsive tothe needs of young people. In addition theywork with and support
student, parent or citizens groups striving to improve the local educational
system, with the goal that eventually higher education will be a realistic
objective for the great majority of the community's young people,
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The Talent Search worker in Denver spent much of her time this summer in
activities supporlive of the Colorado University Denver Center chapter ol

R

U. M., A. S, (United Mexican American Students), The chapter had demanded
$100, 000 of the Catholic archdiocese to be used for scholarships for Mexican
American students at CUDC. Their request was denied abruptly and without
genuine consideration of their proposal, many felt. Our worker was instru-
mental in calling an Ad Hoc Committee of Mexican American citizens repro-
senting-as broad a spectrum of opinion as possible, to stimulate community
support for the propusal. Here is her account of the meeting:

1 attended the Ad Hoc Committee meeting on Concerned Chicano
Citizens for Education, ao we called it. There were about 40
people altogether who attended, We had a very good turnout and
good representation from cvery group invited . ., ., ,

The meeting was chaired by R, G., UMAS Chairman, wlo pre-

sented the background information concerning the UMAS appeal

to the Church for funds, In setting the scene (or a discussion.

each person was asked to voice his opinion of what had been

related. From this, a concensus of opinion was formed and the

group was then able to begin talking In terms of some plans of

action which could be taken for followup to garner community

support, It was decided by the group to form a committee which

would get together for the actual writing of the proposal and this

propotal would be submitted to the Archbishop'e committee when

it met the following Monday evening. Another committee was

selected to draft a flyer which would be used in the following
Sunday's distribution of flyers at the Cathedral Demonstration,
which the group seemed to endorse andthere were some additional
volunteers for participating in the demwonstration. It was also
pointed out that an Intercollegiate Council of Chicano students
(statewi-e representation) would be meeting and the idea of the
propnsal would be submitted to them for possible supportive
action., . . ., A number of other supgestions wereofferedand
probably will be used at a later date,

Meeting adjourned near10:00 p. m, with the decision that the group
would meet again after the presentation of the proposalto t he
Archbishop's committee.

Meanwhile the Denver Talent Search Program staff assisted the UMAS students
with a more limited recrultment program which they were already carrying
on, with scholarship assistance from the University:




Sirce this was the final week for UMAS applications, I made
arrangements to follow up on each one of the students whose
application we had assisted in referring to CU-UMAS program.
For any student whose papers were not complete, I randown the
necessary papera and turned them {n to UMAS., A.P, neededa
transcript, She had already done this, so I called UMAS to have
them check with the Admissions Office, ae they should have had
the transcript since North High had sent it. I called J. V. who
needed the Affadavit of Non-Support, I checked records andcalled
him at work to let him know that UMASwas expecting him to get
inthere today to sign the necessaryforms. 8, C, and G. G. needed
tranacripts. G's tranacript got lost in the shuffle by being sent
to Boulder instead of Denver, go It seemed easier to get anew one
than to huntup theold one, I picked uppermissionslips at UMAS
anddrove to Thorntonto see C.G. and S.L. tohavethe slips signed
I then drove to Mapleton High School to pick up thetranscripts.

1took themto the UMASoffice Denver Center, and checked one by
one to see that each of our referrale’ paper work was complete.
It appeared that there may be a few papers needed and they gave
me a day or 8o to run down any missing items,

Pnole by E¢ Ecxstein

The Talent Search worker in Harlem {whose work takes him to many partsof
northern Montana) writes inalong report summarizing almost a year's work:

..

Sometimes the loneliness is overwhelming, Having a base, but
drifting betweenprojects,''doing all the digging thatis necessary., "
Wondering if what you aredoing is right, The annoying night that
I was talking about. The frustrations of having an appointment,
driving 2 hundred miles, and then having nobody show up, Or
sitting down explaining in detail about something, only to have
them twist it into something else the minute you walk out, Having
to do it all over again, Then when you turn in a travel voucher,
you think, "I just know somebodyis going to complain.' Aperson
thinks, "I know the distancesinvolved, but will they understand” ?

Then he admits that he has been able to accomplish a certain amount;

[ wasa able to set up extension courses on Rocky Boy and Fort
Belknap. The one on Fort Belknap bogged down to some extent
in that they wecre not able to start lhe spring quarter. However,
Rocky Boy was able to complete boththe winter and spring quarters
with eleven completing each quarter ., ., . .

Because Rocky Boy fsn't that far from Northern Montana College
they doubled up on their classes, This accounted for their
completing their classes so fast., They are only 37 miles from
Havre whereas Fort Belknap and Hays are 95 rniles away,

1 feel very strongly aboulthis particular program. ] believe that
if given enough cncouragement and support these people will
complete their educations, or at least go far cnough to qualify for
some of the jobs that outside people are imported to (ill in the
BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) and USPHS {U'. S, Public Health
Service), An example of this interestis that tvvo of these people
from Lodge Pole that attended the extensioncourses areenrolled
inthe sumimer quarter a* Northern Muntana College, Both of these
womenare married and have children, ] think that these extension
courses stimulated their interest for something better . . . .
These two are driving 180 miles round trip, five days a week.
! believe that more will go next year. . ., ,

Since the startingof the winter quarter 1969 we have helped a total
of 15 students with some type of financial aid, Ten students re-
ceivedfinancial aid to altend three colleges with the slate, These
colligeswere: Northe:in Montana inHavre, _ollegeof Great Falls
in Greal Falls, and the Universily of Montana in Missowla, ...
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(Five) students ... were helped at the eleimuntary and secondary
levels ., . . ., :

In working with elementary and secondary students, our Montana worker dis-
covered a vicious cycle operating in the lives of rnany Indian children, part-
icularly in the Havre area. Indianstudentsagree that a great deal of open and
subtle discrimination is practiced against Indian students in the Havre schools,
The majority of Indian students drop out before graduaticen from high school,
often before the legal age for leaving school, All of the elen.entary and sec-
ondary age students with whom the Talent Search staff person worked had
dropped out of school; some had subsequently been involved in minor juvenile
delinquency and others had not, but all of them had been sentenced in court to
the state reformatory unless a suitable school placement could be found for
them immediately, The placements our worker was able to make were usually
makeshift and unsatisfactory. Itwasobviousthat, by the time students reached
this point, they were psychologically prepared to go tothe reformatory where
many of their friends and older brothers and sisters had already been sent,
and they almost resented any attempt to change the direction of their lives,
Our Talent Search staff working with a group of concerned Indian citizens to
entablish a boarding home for these young people in Box Elder, where they
would be able to go to a predomninantly Indian high school and could receive

supportive services, Only the purchase price of the old hotel which would

house the students isneeded; arrangements have been made which would cover
all other costs of the home,

From the Talent Searchworker in
Rapid City, South Dakota, here is
aflavor of her community efforts:

Photlo by Ordando Cabanban
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July 12 at 11:30 p. m. I got a call from W. B, from the Rosebud
Reservation,

W. B. : "Muriel, couldyouhelp me? My daughterisin jail there,'

I said, "Right away,' I got dressed and went tu the city jail, I
asked for F, B,

Police: '"She is at the county jail,' I went to the county jail; the

matronwas co-operative - she called a probationofficer Mrs.K.M.
and told her Iwas there to take F,B. home with me. She (Mrs. M.)
told the matron she couldn't release her. I said, "Ask why."
K. M, said she had to have permission from Mr. W, ¥,

I came home; the next day was Sunday. I called Mr. F. early, he
said, "I'm sorry F., had to spendthe nightin jail," I said, "I am
more sorry than you will ever be, I want a direct line open.

He then called the jail and told them 1 was taking her home with
me, that he was releasing her to me.

I calied a VISTA to go with me for a witness,

The minut. we stepped foot in that office, the caretaker said,
"What doy .. want?" I said, "I came for F,B.'" He said, ""You can't
take her;" his wife quickly said, "Oh yes she can; Mr, F.
called and said she could."

While .his wife was looking for the key and F's purse, the man
caretaker said, '"Well, there will be 24 who won't dance today"
(this was the last day of the Pow Wow)., I said, "Do you mean to
tell me that you have 24 Indiauns here in jail?'" He said, "I didn't
say that, !

I then said, "The reason I said this is because of your remark,"
and I repeated slowly, 'Well, there will te 24 who won't dance
today, "

He then got upset and said, "We have Negroes, whites, Indians,
all 24, d you want them?'" He got up from his chair and came
to me wita his fist clenched and said, "Do you know what I could
do to you?' I said, "Is this a threat?"

-12-



‘ By then the wife came and took him away, then F, B, walked in .
Wi.th a:.lbroom and dust pan full of dirt and said, "Where do [ put reach Indian young people, who tend to "get lost' in the impersonal big city
this? school system and are difficult even to locate if they do not use the Center
regularly:

So she really wasn't looking for a key, but waiting for F, to get
through cleaning. . . .

I1took F. B, to see Mrs, K, M, She talked to F. B, first; thenl
wanted to talk to her,

I asked why she didn'’t release F, B, to me. Why did shelet her
stay in that dirty jail? I told her, "You did not notify her folks, "
She said, "'She's from the reservation;I didn't know where to find
her folks, "

1 said, *You, Mrs. M., as a probation officer, should know
reservations do have police, even a superintendent, Do I have
to ask for a direct line to the head probation officer, Mr., F.,
because you just don't want to disturbhim? Or is it because she
is an Indian?"

She did drop all charges, I said, "Nothingonher record?! &he
said, '""Yes, nothing on her record." I thanked her and told her
she would see a lot of me, and I would appreciate it very much
if she would call me if she needed any help., . . .

Photo by
Qrlando Cabanban

The current Talent Search worker in Chicago has beenthereonlya few months
atthis writing. She works out of the AmericanIndian Center, a natural, gatiier-
ing place for Chicago Indians of all ages. She writes of systematic efforts to

-13-

+++» The main focus of my work has beenthe high school seniors
in the different high schools, In our attempt to get a list of all
high school seniors, we have visited high school counselors and
teachers. Many times the counselors are unfamiliar with the
teachers (who know their students), therefore not being of too
much help to us, Another difficulty has been that students are not
listed by their race, We have asked students inthe school system,

that we know, to help us draw up a list of seniors, The same

people that we askto help us, we talked to abouthavingor forming

some kind of organization in the school itself to pull the Indian
students together, Iknow this sounds pretty elementary, but maybe
organizations like that will help students get started working to-

gether,

Another phase of my work has been following up on a lot of the
students that '"the former Talent Search worker" was working
with last summer. Manv of the students have contacted us in
regard to financial aid.,.. Some of the students that worked with
W. have contacted us again to be placed in some school. This
bothers me a little bit and also tells me that we are notreaching
any students other thantheones that use the Center frequently....

A number of the studentsthat we havetalked to that have dropped
out of school are interested in going away to a boarding school.
Many have expressed an interest in attending the Institute of
American Indian Art in Santa Fe, . , . One thing thatllearned
about each student that I have worked withis that, if they want to
go away to school, they are either in trouble, having problems
with the folks, or hate the city and the schools, However, too
many times I have talked with parents and I find they wantto
send their children away because they don't want to be bothered
with them. In filling out applications, I try to make sure that we
talk to at least one parent as well as the student.

Along with working with the students, we have gone to court with
the ones that need help. Many of the cases have been continued,
We have gotten acquainted with a few of the Juvenile Officers and
we do have contact with them in working with them whenever a
student géts in trouble. ...
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We have had contact with colleges in the Chicago area..., the
following schools have room, a good number, and are actively

recruiting. ...

Other than just working with high school students, I have spent
some time talking and working withthe grade school kids, making
home visits and visiting the grade school teachers and truant

offic ra....

Photo by Orfandao Cabanban
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS

United Scholarship Service, Inc. administers three grant programs -- for
secondary, undergraduate college, and graduate school students --on a total
grant budget of $105,000,00. This does not include supportive servicesto
students -- student emergency funds, the cost of bringing students' families
to attend secondary school graduation, or the United Scholarship Service news-
letter.

Because the U, 8, S, scholarship budgetis small and most of the students who
apply toushave low incomes, many of them ''total need, " we must depend on
other funding agencies tomeet the major part of our applicants' needs, When
a studentfirstinquires about aid, we endeavor in our answer toinform him of
other sourcesof aid for which we believe he may be eligible and urge uponhim
the importance of applying for aid with all possible sources., We try to make
it clear to the student that we stand ready to assist him in his approaches to
other funding agencies. This multiple-funding approach occasionally makes
for misunderstanding, with a student interpreting our response as lack of
interest. American Indian students, particularly, have traditionally reliedon
the Bureau of Indian Affairs college grant program, in which little or no effort
is made to help students find other assistanceif B,I.A. funds donot stretch to
cover all qualified applicants.

Actually, even with the recent cutback in Federal grant funds, there are a
variety of Federal programs to benefit the low-income college student, The
student who knows abouttheseprograms and applies for aid ahead of the dead-
lines should havelittle difficulty receiving assistance, Often U.S.8., will make
a small supplementary grant tc a student whose aid applications have been
submitted late, in order to stimulate the college financial aid officer to make
a special effort to findamajor partof the student's aid "package' elsewhere,
U,S.8. grants canbeused to "'match" Federal funds in suchprograms as E.O.G.
{Educational Opportunities Grants), Work-Study, and N. D. E. A, {National

Defense Educational Act},

While the same principles apply in all three grant programs, there are fewer
major funding sources for secondary and graduate programs, so that in
these programs it has been necessary to fund fewer students, with larger
average grants, in order to make sure our applicants' total needs are met,
In the secondary school placement program, the independent school is usually
the only major source of scholarship funds other than U.S. S, We work co-
operatively with A, B, C, - .S, T. 5. P, (A Better Chance), a programwhich
placeslarge numbere oflow-income students in independent secondary schools
and has arranged prior commitments from these schools to accept and funda
certain number of A, B. C, students,
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The student rosters for 1968-69 and 1969-70 todate are printed at the end of
this report at Appendix I, In additionthere are other statistics concerning our
grant programs which may be of emphasis. We emphasize that these charts
deal only with students' scholarship applications and do not veflect all the

students who received counseling and placement. .
SECONDARY PROGRAM 1968-69 1969-70
Number of applications received s orvvunans, PPN 32
Number of new students aided ..vecanvevrrns 15 vees 18
Total number secondary studente aided ...,.. 46 e 45
Total U, 5. 5, grant expenditures ........... § 35,453, 05 ....$16, 13, 65
Estimated total grant and 10an8 .v.eec..... .. $143,809.09 .., $76,636,15
From U, 8. 8. $ 35,453, 05 $16,113, 65
(24%) (21%)
From School Grants 75, 058. 68{est.} 49, 500.00
(52%) (65%)
From Federal Govt. 24, 950, 00 6, 975. 00
{Office of Economic {17%) { 9%)

Opportunity)

From olher pources 9, 347, 36{est.) 4,047, 50{est.}

{ 79%) { 5%)
First-half
COLLEGE PROGRAM 1968-69 of 1969-70
Number of applications received 316 212
Number of students {ully funded with
USS staff help through non-USS sources 43 47
Number of USS grantees 150 115
Total USS grant expenditures $ 44,068,00 § 20,227.24
Total non-USS aid $162, 636,00 4163,451.00
Indiang 85 78
Mexican-Americane 65 37
Freshmen 5 55
Sophomares 28 27
Juniors 28 18
Sentors 19 9
Unknown 6
GRADUATE PROGRAM®* 7 M
Number of applicaticns received .......c.. coovenininenes 40
Number of new students aided SressarEires s s Er e aaags 14
Tntal number graduate students afded ......ovuieiennnn,. 24
Total U. 8.5, grant expendituTes ...vuersrears veeresraene. $20,950.00
Estimated total grants and 10an6 . ceouvvirrinvrerserveaers. $81, 695,50
From U.S. 8. $20, 950, 00
From College Grante 21, 920,00
From Federal Govt, 13, 090, 00
From other sources 25, 635,50 \

*Incomplete for 1969-70
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Processing this number of applications, with adequate attentionto each student,
is a major job forlimited staff. There is onlyone ccllege counsellor, with one
secretary;the secondaryprogramisadministered on a part-time basis by the
Associate Director; and the graduate program by the Executive Director, It
hasheenfrustrating to have the bulk of communication withour studeatsthrough
correspondence, withlittle opportunity for personal visitsto schools or homes.

ORGANIZATION OF NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENTS

Because most of our secondary students have of necessity been placed in
secondary schools in New England, far from home, United Scholarship Service
has made special effort to visit each student at school at least onceayear and
has sponsored an annual Thanksgiving conference for our stadentson the east
coast. As the students came to know one another, they felt tine need for more
frequent gatherings, mutual stpport, and a group which would express their
concerns as Indian students. They formed the Organizationof Native American
Students (O.N,A.S, ), using the Thanksgiving Conference in 1968 as an organi-
zation meeting.

Since then O.N,A.S. has sponsored a spring conference in Washington in May,
1969, and in 1969 took over full responsibility for the annual Thanksgiving
conference, Communication amongthe students has soared, partlyas aresult
of a quarterly newsletter O. N, A. S, publishes, O.N.A.S. has enunciated a
policy that the pressures on a single Indian student in an independent school
are too great for most young people t> bear and that any school seriously
interested in Indian participation should commit itself to accepting a minimum
of two Indian students per year, with an eventual goal of six or more Indian
students on campus,

-19-
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U. S, S, has cooperated with O, N, A. S, in implementing this policy, refusing
to place Indian students in schools where they would be the "uonly one. "

ROBERT F, KENNEDY MEMORIAL FELLOW

With the addition of a Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Fellow to our stafffor the
1969-70 academic year, U.S.8.is now in a position to work more closely with
AmericanIndiancollege students on campuses in the west and around the nation,
The Kennedy Fellow, Duane Bird Bear, will be meeting with collcge groups,
providing support for student - initiated programs, including Indian Studies,
Such personal support to college groups seems particularly important in the
case of American Indian students, who are often on rural, isolated campuses
in the western part of the country, where thedynamism of the "student move-
ment'' hag not yet penetrated,

One of the Fellow's first assignments was to visit and work with a reservation
community in Scuth Dakota, where there is a group working for a community
schoo! under Indian control., Some of his observations on the visit follow:

«ves Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota is on the Missouri
River, Like similar Indian communities, the people have tradi-
tionallylived along the Missouri River bottomland, However, the
Army Corps of Engineers decided that the original land that
Fort Thompson was situated on was the ideal spot to build adam.
Subsequently, surveyors surveyed, decision makersdecided, the
builders bnilt, and waters rose,...

Tac land ren nds me of my home., Rolling hills, yellow grass,
and wide expansc of sky--all these things are similar, Except

here there are very few trees. It is a land of extremes: hot in
the summer, frigid in the winter. As you become part of this,
back in your mind you are aware thatthere is noplace to hide....

.+.. In state circles, the federal distinction of reservationareas
does not hold much weight, Crow Creek Reservation is partof
many school districts. ...

Very few new Independent School Districts will be createdandhure
is the crux of the problem: Fort Thompson, as represented by the
Tribal Council, does not want to send its Indian high school aged
young adults to a school whichis not their own. But what is thair
alternative ifthey donot have a school? Realizing this, the Tribal
Councilhas as its immediate ends the creationof a high school for
its educational needs. >
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Although in a recent opinion poll during a tribal council election
only three votesout of 400 were cast in favor of sending students to
to the only non-Indian school of the four choices and anoverwheli.i~
ing majority favored the creation of high school facilities at Fort
Thompson, is this mandate enough?....

There are two elements which will be difficultto overcome, These
two are: Time andthe lack of involvementinthe publicinstruction
machinery of the State of South Dakota by the Indian community
of Fort Thompson,...

1 think that at this time there is a great social pressure to allow
e¢thnic minority groups whose customs, values, and traditions
are yet visil e to develop autonomously.... A good case canbe
made, I am t . "e, for anethnic minority which at time s has faced
death solely L~2cause of its 'raditions, religion, and way of life:
the American Indian, in this case the Crow Creek Sioux, It would,
therefore, seem inconsistent that the development of the Black
and Chicano curnmunities would proceed at the expense of the
American Indianwhose 477 year history ofresistance and survival
as adistinct setof cultures should be a{fitting and proud example
for all minorities the world over,

And yet, the white-controlled State of South Dakota would enact
an artifical creationthat is a law that would further disperse the
several Sioux Indian Tribes. By any measure, the Crow Creek
Sioux should be dealt with as a Tribe. They should not, and [
believe do not, accept the non-Indian view that several of them
belong to this school, that several belong to that school. They
must be treated as one people, united in their belief thattheir
traditional wayoflife is, ultimately, whatthey chooseto continue.
To this end, they need their own schoolwhichprimarily serves
the people of the Crow Creek Reservation, . . .

TALENT SEARCH CONTRIBUTION

In the fourlocations where they work, the TalentSearch fieldworkers recruit
students directly, person to person, and provide follow-up services of a sort
we have not been able to provide before. The overall quality of our scholarship
programs had undoubtedly improved, as a result, However, the drain on our
limited resources has also been marked; Talent Search workers are bringing
a greater number of urgent or emergency needs to our attention than we have
dealt with in past years.

Qs
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SUMMER STUDENT PROJECT

SAN CARLOS

An example of the benefits of even limited time spent working with students
in their home communities is illustrated by the situation on the San Carlos
Apache reservation in Arizona, where staff visited early during the summer
of 1969 and discovered that over half of the more than sixty spplications to
the Bureau of Indian Affairs for college 2id would have to be denied, for lack
of funds, The College Counselor visited the reservation and discovered there
was no dearth ofother resources- -2 tribal education committee (which brought
the problem to our attenticn 1in the first place), VISTA volunteers, and anearby
Talent Search program -- but the resources were not in communication with
one another or the students, and most were ignorantof available opportunities
other than those provided by the B,I. A. or U, 5.8, Staff brought the various
resources together, and a student-staffed educational counseling center was
set up, Of some forty students who were thought to be without financing for
college in July, all but two or three entered college in September.

During the summer of 1969 United Scholarship Service sponsorsdtwo summer
student projects, which were different in orientation but complemented each

other, Both were for American Indian students; both had secondary, under- ‘“~—
graduate, and graduate students.
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WASHINGTON INDIAN INTERN PROJECT

The Washington Summer Indian Intern Project was funded by the Office of
Economic Opportunity and was originally developed by another agency, which
at the verv last minute wasnotable to administer it, We assumed sponsorship
of the projectbecause students and staff had already been recruited and were
anxious that the project take place, Students were placed as internsina wide
variety of government offices, Congressional offices, and a few selected
private agencies, all having programs which affect Indian communities. A
seminar program introduced the interns tothe range of interests in Washington
which bear upon the lives of Indian communities, Each intern was asked to
take on an investigative project and submit a report on this project at the end
of the summer, While the project suffered from disorganization and lack of
purpose, as a direct result of the last-minute transfer of sponsorship, a few
students made independent use of the resources made available to them and
left Washington at the end of the summer considerably wiser about the operations
of the U, 8, government and the effect government programshave on the lives
of people,

COMMUNITY-BASED PROJECTS

The other project grew more naturally out of U,S.S, program and was perhaps
the most exciting, liberating endeavor in which we have been involved during
1969. O. N, A, S, members had for several years asked for some meansof
providing summer jobs intheir own home commmunities, preferably jobs which
would benefit the community in some way. Many Indian students in eastern
schools are home foronly a few weeks during the year, because there are no
jobs available at home and they must have suramertime employment. In
response to this need, U.S5,S. began considerationof action-research project
in Indian communities. During the spring of 1969 we were approached by
Southwestern Indian Development, Inc. (S5.I.D.), a predominantly Navajo
volunteer organization which was planning an action-research project on the
Navajo reservation but had not been able to find the funds, As we thought and
planned for the summer, three projects emerged: on the Navajo reservation
in Arizona and New Mexico; in Rapid City, South Dakota;and in Havre, Montana.

A major factor in choosing the locations for the action-research projects was
the existenceoflocal Indian groups which were already involved in community
projects, were aware of the problems whichneededdocumentation in order to
be taken seriously, and were prepared to do the necessary follow-up work.
The local group was asked to supervise the work of the students, some of
whom were recruited locally by the group and some of whom were U, 5. S.
students, Four resource people, experienced in both academic researchand

LS
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community action, were made available to all three projects., Students were
made responsible in part for planning and directing their own activities, At
an orientation session in Denver at the beginning of the summer students met
with the resource people and with members cf the community groups; the stu-
dents' final task beforeleaving Denver was towrite their own jobdescriptions.

NAVAJO RESERVATION

On the Navajo reservationeight students made a survey of exploitive practices
of the traders on whommmost Navajos depend, The survey is being printed by
S.I. D. {Southwestern Indian Development, Inc.} and will be distributed widely
on the reservation when completed, Students took special interest in the
Welfare Rights movement on the reservation and in the administrationof
Federal focd programs, problems closely related to trader practices,

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

In Rapid City, South Dakota four students -- two of themn members of the
militant Steering Committee formed during the spring of 1968 in response to

a crisis at the Public Health Service hospital -- surveyed the experience of

Indian people in i.apid City with the police and courts. The group felt there

was a clear need for a Legal Services Program to serve the Indian population
of Rapid City and hoped the survey *vould document the need ina way that could
not be ignored, Considerable evidence of unconstitutional practices and
discrimination against Indians was gathered during the summer. Thu survey
has not yet been assembled and printed, but the Stecring Committee continues
to work on the problems uncovered and continues to press for needed legal

services.

HAVRE, MONTANA

In northern Montana the two students developed somewhat separate projects.
One, a recent secondary school graduate, worked entirely with the young
people of Havre, stimulating them to organize and to become aware of their
potential, He was, however, not a native of Havre and spent much of his time
learningtounderstand the situation in Havre, sothere were fewtangible resultls
of his work at the end of the summer.

The other student, a second-yearlaw student at U,C.L,A, who came originally
from the Fourt Belknap reservation, spent the summer as anintern in thelocal
Legal Servicesprogram. His major project, in addition to handling individual
iegal cascs, was toassist acommunity commiilteeonthe RockyBoy reservalion
which was exploritngthe f[easibilily of establishing a new schooldistrict sothat

their children would not have to attend the Havre schools and they would have
more control over the educationof their children. The law student establighed
that it was not only feasible but financially sounder to redistrict.

I both the Havre and Rapid City projects, therg were Talent Search field
workers as well as the local community groups to work with the student and
provide follow-up.

Three of the older students, from Havre and Rapid City, were considered field
participants in the Washington Summer Indian Intern Project. As a result of
thelr membership in that project, each of them was able to visit Washington
for about a week toward the end of the svmm~=r. These visits were beneficial
to bothprojects, Thethreefieldinterns gained akindofinsight into government
programs, and the dynamics of Washington, as aresult of their specific inter-
ests in community projects, which was not gained by the other interns in the
courge of interning in many of the same programs, Discussions belween the
field interns and the Washington interns were stimulating to both., The field
interns had a rare opportunity to move forward difficult aspects o { their
action research projects during thelr visits to Washington.

At anevaluation sessionat the end of the summenr the action-research students
had an opportunity to report what they had learned and considered the tensions
which had arisen during a difficult and challenging assignment, Most of them
agreed that it had been one of the most tension-full, meaningful, and exciting
summersoftheirlives, and they were eager to take partin anexpanded action-
research project next summer, All of them had grown in their understanding
of the forces whichmaintain community institutions, forces which so often keep
the Indian “down' or 'in his place, "
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THE USS NEWS

The most important activity remaining to be described isthe periodic U, 8. S,
News, primarily a service to students and membersof the Indian and Mexican
American communities. Not only do we share infoymation about a variety of
available educational programs, but we explore issues of wide concern tn
students, Among the issueshighlighted during the 1969 were the death sentence
of a former U. 5.5, student, Thomas White Hawk, whose predicament raised
questions of the morality of capital punishment and of discrimination against
Indians by police and the courts of South Dakota; the Mesquakie Indiansof
Tama, lowa, who took the Bureau of Indian Affairs to court for terminating
their community school against will and won; a group of Indian childrenin
Marland, Oklahoma who were denied free hot lunches by the local school
superintendent. A small grant was made tothese school children, sothat women
in the community might prepare hot lunches for them; and U, S. 3, referred
the group to the N, A, A. C, P, Legal Defense Fund, Inc. for counsel in acourt
case, which has since been resolved in favor of the children.

LOOK TO THE FUTURE

e 4 r . j L}

The past ten years have taught us that the “trickle down" effect of providing
excellent educational opportunities for talented individual Indian young people
in not sufficient to change the structure of Indian commuauities and the Indian
educational system which keepmost Indian people apathetic, powerless, and
in poverty. Many of the idealistic young people we have helped educate have.
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been frustrated in their desire to put their skillsto use "at Home. " There is
no place for them at home. The majority of our students have gone into
teaching, perhaps the only ficld which offers Indian students the option of
leaving the reservation or staying and teaching there.

¢
It is unfortunate that U, S. S, is the only national, private scholarship agency
serving Mexican American young people, since our emphasishas alwayasbeen
on American Indian youth and our outreach to Mexican American youth has
been limited by a small budget almost entirely to Colorado and specifically
to Denver area. The U, 5. S, Board structure is providing the mechanism
through which members of the Mexican American community can consider
the crying need for a national Mexican American education agency.

As we look toward the future with our antennae more clorely attunedto Indian
communities, we do notforcsee any diminishingof theneed for our traditional
cov.asgeling and grant programs, As long as we associate with colleges that
do not offer aid undexr a complete financial need analysis, as longas graduate
schools remain aloof to financial need criteria, and as long as we associate
with expensive private secondary schools, we have our place as a scholarship
agency. American Indian and Mexican American students have a right to all
opportunities available to other American young people, and we shall continue
to offer them these opportunities until other agencles effectively assume
responsibility,

One of our primary objectives during the past ten years has been to help
American Indian young people move out of the narrow bind of the Indian world
and achieve the perspective which comes {rom knowing and understanding the
many peoples and viewpoints in the nation and the world, This orientation
has led us to place Indian young people in predominantly non-Indian independent
secondary schools; in summer programs which take them to Latin America,
Europe, Africa, or the Far East; in ""year abroad" programs; in a varietyof
leadership training programs which draw on a diverse population, This
emphasis on participation in the total community will continue to be major
emphasis of U, 8, S, program, It does not preclude, indeed ithelps usachieve
deeper participationin Americanlndian communities. One ofthe contributions
U. S. S. hasmade, particularlythroughthe summer student projects, hasbeen
to make it possible for young people who have been exposed to experiences
outside the Indian communitly to return and use their sophistication for the
benefit of their home communities, Out of the interaction betweenthese young
people and more settled membersof their communities come tension and growth,
which must be part of Indian communities, if they are to survive.

-
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